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Introduction

This Familiarization Guide is designed to provide prospective examinees with information about
the Defense Language Proficiency Test 5 System (DLPT5) in muttigiee format. This guide
contains general information about the test design, the formas tégh its length, its content,

the skills tested, and procedures used in scoring and reporting the scores. In addéemn,

shots on what the examinees will see when taking the test on the coagwit as information

on testing procedures are pided.

Overview of the DLPT5 Multiple-Choice Test

The DLPT5 is designed to assess the global language proficiency in reamtirlgstening of
native speakers of English who have learned a foreign language as a second language and
speakers of other languages with very strong English skills. The DLPT5 tests measure
proficiency as defined by the Interagency Language Roundtali®@ gkill Level Descriptions,
levels 0+ through 4 (see Appendix A). All DLPT5s will be delivered on the computer.

DLPT5s in many languages include both a LoRange test and an UppRange testSome
DLPT5s include a Very Low Range test. The Very Low gratest measures ILR proficiency
levels 0+ through 1+The LowerRange test measures ILR proficiency levels 0+ thr&jgh

while the UppeiRange test measures ILR proficiency levels 3 through 4. Examinees will
normally take the lowerange DLPTS5; those wheceive a score of 3 on this test may be eligible
to take the upperange test, depending on the policy of their institution. The DLPT5 will be used
to make operational readiness, incentive pay, and training decisions for civilian and military
language angsts in the United States government.

Description of the Arabic SudaneseDLPT5 Lower-Range Test
in Multiple -Choice Format

1 Test Design

0 TheArabic Sudanese DLPTIower-Range Tesis alistening comprehension
test. There is no reling test for Arabic Sudanese.

o0 The LowerRange Listening Test contains approximately 60 questions with about
37 authentic passages. Each passage has up to 2 questions with four answer
choices per question.

0 Some passages will be played once and somdevllayedwice. When a
passage is played twice, there will be a short tone signal just before the passage is
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played the second time.

o0 Examinees have 3 hours to completeltis¢eningTest. Approximately halfway
throughthetest, examinees will be given a-frinute break. The break does not
count toward the test tim@nthetest, although the playing of the passages is
controlled by the computer, examinees may take as much or as little time as they
wish to answer the questios . Managing the time effecti
responsibility

I Test Content

o The DLPT5 is designed to measure proficiency in the target language regardless
of how it has been acquired. For this reason, and because of the broad proficiency
orientationof the test, its content is not tied to any particular langai@geing
program.

0 The passages included in the test are sampled from authentic materials-and real
life sources such as radio and television broadcasts, the Internet, etc.

0 The passages covambroad range of content areas, including social, cultural,
political, economic, geographic, scientific, and military topics.

o0 The content of the test forms will be systematically updated.

1 Test Format The test includes instructions on how to take tbg sxamples on how to
answer the questions, and question sets contaiménfpllowing parts:

o Orientation: This is a short statement in English that appears before each
passage. Its purpose is to identify the context from which the passage is taken.

0 PassageThis is the only element of the test that is in the target language being
tested. The maximum length of a listening comprehension passage in the test is
approximately2 minutesMost of the passages are much shorter than the
maximum length.

o Question statement Each individual question is based on the passage, is written
in English, and is posed in the form of a complete question or an incomplete
statement. The questions may ask about what is explicitly stated in the passage or,
in some cases, what implied in it. Occasionally questions may ask about
expression that are used in the passafee number of questions based on the
passage is related to the length and complexity of the passage.

o0 Answer choices Each question statement is followed byéwaer choices, also

written in English, only one of which is the best answer. Each answer choice is
displayed on the screen with a button next to it that examinees will click to select
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that choice. Examinees can change their selection by clicking oreeediff
button.

Because test security and confidentiality are extremely important, examinees should not discuss
test content with anyone.

Scoring

Examinee scores are reported in TheArams of | LR
Sudanese DLPTBower Range Tesneasures 1+ to 3. Possible scores are 1+, 2, 2+ and 3.

Scores reflect current functional language proficiency in listening as defined in the ILR Skill

Level Descriptions (see Appendix A). Scores do not reflect proficiency in speakingiog,

nor do t hey r e-felatedpéerformaneeri ahilidydospérform specific language

related tasks under special circumstance (e.g., listening to a target language passage indefinitely
many times with the aid of supplemental referencternas and information sources).

Scores on the test are based on the number of questions answered correctly. Since there is no
penalty for incorrect answers, it is to the e
guestion, even if it involves guessi

Preparation for Taking the DLPT5

The purpose of this publication is to familiarize prospective examinees with the DLPT5
multiple-choice format and general testing procedures. Other than carefully reading this guide so

that the test instructions and format are familiar, thereisvesg/littt o be gai ned fr om
for the test. The best preparation for the DLPTS5 is the acquisition of a solid base of general
proficiency in the target language, both through formal training, and language exposure and use

in a variety of realife languageuse settings. Examinees should know that study aids (i.e.,

dictionaries, reference books, etc.) are not permitted for this\tetst.takingis not pernitted for

the LowerRange test.
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Test Procedures and Instructions
for Taking the DLPT5

The purpose of this section is to familiarize prospective examinees with how to take the
computerbased DLPT5 multipkehoice Listening test.

Test Procedures Overview

This section is to help prospective examinees become familiar with the test prooédiiees

DLPT5 multiplechoice Listening test. First, there will be a short description of what the

examinees see before the actual test begins. Then screen shots of what examinees will see on the
computer screen will be provided.

At the beginning of theet session, the examinee logs on to the system using a Common Access
Card (CAC) or a user ID and password that were provided when the examinee registered to take
the test. The examinee must click on the [CAC Logon] or [Submit] button before moving to the
next screen.

Mformation and Technology for Better Decision Waking

:?[ﬂ DLPT Testing
—Tt=

Candidate Logon

IThe Test Administrator has sucessfully logged in. I

CAC Logon

Password:
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The next screen provides a list of tests for which the examinee is eligible; the examinee selects
the appropriate test from the list.

tnformation and Technology for Better Decision Making

:;:ﬁ DLPT Testing
=

Urdu Reading
Take Test

Urdu Listening
Take Test
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Once the test has been selected, a series of introductory screens appears. These screens contain
the Privacy Act Statement, the Disclaimer for Defense language Institute Tests, the Test

Admini stration Statement ( ofatthathiree), and hetNem e e 6 s a
Disclosure Statement. The examinee must click on the indicated checkboxes under the

Disclaimer and the NeDisclosure Statement befanavigating to subsequent screens

DLPTS Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Japanese

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Defense Language Proficiency Test 5 Controlled Item (Test Material)

Multiple Choice Format

Hot to be shown to unawuthorized persons

Japanese ot to be reproduced without author ity granted by the Commandant

Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center

Language Code JA

Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test If you have difficulty with the instructions or any
functions of this test, click on the [Help] button in the
lower left-hand corner of the screen.

To begin, click on the [Next] button below.

Introduction: Screen 1of6
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Privacy Act Statement and Disclaimer:

DLPTS Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Japanese

Privacy Act Statement:

Disclosure of requested information is solicited under the
authority of Title 10, United States Code 3012, Executive Order
9397 and Army Regulation 600-2 and is mandatory. Social
Security Number is used as the personal identifier number of
all personnel under control of the Department of Defense, and
is used in connection with updating information in official
records and training files. Use of Social Security Number
provides for objective scoring of Defense Language Institute
tests, as the examinee's Social Security Number is the only
identifier so as to maintain confidentiality when reporting test
scores to examinees. Failure to provide Social Security
Mumber may result in misidentification and non-credit for tests,

andlor inadequate counseling and guidance.

Introduction: Screen 2 of 6
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Disclaimer for Defense Language Institute Tests:

Materials for this test come from authentic sources within the
target culture. These sources often include conversations or
written material of a controversial nature which are essential
for understanding world events. As a result, there may be
topics, ideas, and language in the areas of politics,
international relations, mores, etc., that may be considered
contentious. The presence of controversial statements on a
test should not be construed as representing the opinions of
the test development team, the Defense Language Institute

Foreign Language Center, or the Department of the Army.

™ I confirm having read and understood both the
Privacy Act Statement and the Disclaimer.

Click on the checkbox above to confirm.
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Test Administration Statement and NDisclosure Statement:

DLPTS Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Japanese

Test Administration Statement:

| understand that | am not required to take the Japanese
Reading Comprehension Test at this time if there are
extenuating circumstances such as fatigue, illness, emotional
distress, family or financial problems, etc., which may interfere
with my performance on the test; and that the test will be
administered at another time acceptable to me, the Test
Administrator, and my unit commander.

Introduction: Screen 3 of 6
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Non-Disclosure Statement:

| understand that this test is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY and the
unauthorized discussion, disclosure or possession of any part
of this test is a violation of Article 92, Uniform Code of Military
Justice, and will result in appropriate administrative action to
fix responsibility for such unauthorized behavior with criminal
sanctions of up to two years hard labor and dishonorable
discharge for those involved. Such unauthorized discussion or
disclosure refers to RELATING ANY ASPECT OF THIS TEST
TO ANYONE, including an instructor, fellow service member,

spouse, or class member.

[ I confirm having read and understood both the Test
Administration and the Non-Disclosure Statements.

Click on the checkbox above to confirm.




Arabic SudanesBLPT5 Familiarization Guide

The next several screens contain examples of the screen layout for examinees to familiarize
themselves with the features of the test, instructions for takingsharid a sample tgsissage.

Note: The text and questions in these screens appear smaller than the text and questions on the
actual test passages.

Listening Comprehension Test
Example of screen layout for the listening comprehension test:

DLPTS Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Japanese

Example of Screen Layout

Familiarize yourself with the features of this screen now.

DLPT X Multiple Choice Test for Listening Comprehension Language X TITLE BAR
+ indicates the test title.

Passage # 1

This pascage is Laken from & mews broadcast. ORIENTATION STATEMENT

« explains the source of the passage in English.

1. What does the auther claim about his sourcos?

™ They are major players in the gavermmental seclor,
T They are primary political figures.
They have been significantly cautious in the last few years, QUESTIONS

They have been a favorite target of politicians, + To choose an answer, click the button next
to that choice.

2. What is the author’s purpase in discussing this issue?
T highlight the corruption of the cirent system. + To change your anwer, click the button

next to a different choice.

To contribiile o public awanemess.

i
(7 To expose traitors in thi bigher echolons of this mitary.
'

r

+ To see all the questions, you may need to

T To eriticine those not paying attention.
" scroll.

+ A red line indicates the end of the questions.
End of thiz passage
Mark this passage for later consideration. [

STATUS BAR shows:

+ Current passage number
Click this button To hear the audio for a
if you have any passage, click this button. + Total number of passages
technical difficulties

h

rof g i for current p
Passage 1 of 40 2 questions Test Ends in: 178:02 « Timer status

Passage # # of Questions Time Remaining + Play Audio and Help buttons
Total # of | for this | Il

Introduction: Screen 5 of 7
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The next two screertontain instructions for the listening comprehension test. Note that
examinees may select their answers to the questions while the audio is playing.

DLPTS Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Japanese

Test Sequence The Clock

When a passage screen opens, you will see the « The amount of time allotted for this test is 180 minutes
passage number, orientation statement, and the (3 hours).
question or questions with their answer choices.

s There is a break in the middle of the test. It does not
At the very bottom of the screen a [Help] button and a count against your time,
[Play Audio] button will be visible.

s Itis your responsibility to keep track of where you are
When you click on the [Play Audio] button, the audio in the test, and how much time is remaining.
will begin. The phrase 'Audio Playing’ will be displayed
in the status bar at the bottom of the screen. The
[Help] button will not be active while the audio is
playing. If you experience technical difficulty when the BEFORE YOU PROCEED, test your volume.
[Help] button is not visible, raise your hand.

Test Volume

You may answer questions at any time during the

playing of the audio. Click on the [Test Volume] button to hear a short audio file.

You may not move to the next passage until the audio
finishes playing. When the audio finishes, the [Next]
button appears at the bottom of the screen. Click on it
when you are ready to move on to the next passage.
You will not be able to go back to previous passages
until the end of the test.

The [Help] button reappears at the end of the audio
playing for each passage. If you need help concerning
a passage, make sure that you click on the [Help]
button before moving to the next passage.

Introduction: Screen 6 of 7
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Instructions for the listening comprehension test (continued):
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