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Introduction  
 

This Familiarization Guide is designed to provide prospective examinees with information about 

the Defense Language Proficiency Test 5 System (DLPT5) in multiple-choice format. This guide 

contains general information about the test design, the format of the test, its length, its content, 

the skills tested, and procedures used in scoring and reporting the scores. In addition, screen 

shots on what the examinees will see when taking the test on the computer as well as information 

on testing procedures are provided. 

 

 

Overview of the DLPT5 Multiple-Choice Test 
 

The DLPT5 is designed to assess the global language proficiency in reading and listening of 

native speakers of English who have learned a foreign language as a second language and 

speakers of other languages with very strong English skills. The DLPT5 tests measure 

proficiency as defined by the Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR) Skill Level Descriptions, 

levels 0+ through 4 (see Appendix A). All DLPT5s will be delivered on the computer. 

 

DLPT5s in many languages include both a Lower-Range test and an Upper-Range test.  The 

Lower-Range test measures ILR proficiency levels 0+ through 3, while the Upper-Range test 

measures ILR proficiency levels 3 through 4. Examinees will normally take the lower-range 

DLPT5; those who receive a score of 3 on this test may be eligible to take the upper-range test, 

depending on the policy of their institution. The DLPT5 will be used to make operational 

readiness, incentive pay, and training decisions for civilian and military language analysts in the 

United States government. 

 

 

Description of the Urdu DLPT5 Lower-Range Test 

in Multiple -Choice Format 
 

¶ Test Design 

  

o The Lower-Range Reading Test contains approximately 60 questions with about 

36 authentic passages. Each passage has up to 4 questions with four answer 

choices per question. 

 

o The Lower-Range Listening Test contains approximately 60 questions with about 

37 authentic passages. Each passage has up to 2 questions with four answer 

choices per question. 

 

o Some passages will be played once and some will be played twice. When a 

passage is played twice, there will be a short tone signal just before the passage is 

played the second time. 
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o Examinees have 3 hours to complete the Reading Test and 3 hours to complete 

the Listening Test. Approximately halfway through each test, examinees will be 

given a 15-minute break. The break does not count toward the test time. For the 

Listening Test, although the playing of the passages is controlled by the computer, 

examinees may take as much or as little time as they wish to answer the questions. 

Managing the time effectively is the examineeôs responsibility, just as it is on the 

Reading Test. 

 

¶ Test Content 

 

o The DLPT5 is designed to measure proficiency in the target language regardless 

of how it has been acquired. For this reason, and because of the broad proficiency 

orientation of the test, its content is not tied to any particular language-training 

program. 

 

o The passages included in the test are sampled from authentic materials and real-

life sources such as signs, newspapers, radio and television broadcasts, the 

Internet, etc. 

 

o The passages cover a broad range of content areas, including social, cultural, 

political, economic, geographic, scientific, and military topics. 

 

o The content of the test forms will be systematically updated. 

 

¶ Test Format: The test includes instructions on how to take the test, examples on how to 

answer the questions, and question sets containing the following parts: 

 

o Orientation : This is a short statement in English that appears before each 

passage.  Its purpose is to identify the context from which the passage is taken. 

 

o Passage: This is the only element of the test that is in the target language being 

tested. The maximum length of a listening comprehension passage in the test is 

approximately 2 minutes. The maximum length of a reading comprehension 

passage is approximately 400 words. Most of the passages are much shorter than 

the maximum length. 

 

o Question statement: Each individual question is based on the passage, is written 

in English, and is posed in the form of a complete question or an incomplete 

statement. The questions may ask about what is explicitly stated in the passage or, 

in some cases, what is implied in it. Occasionally questions may ask about 

expressions that are used in the passage. The number of questions based on the 

passage is related to the length and complexity of the passage. 

 

o Answer choices: Each question statement is followed by 4 answer choices, also 

written in English, only one of which is the best answer. Each answer choice is 

displayed on the screen with a button next to it that examinees will click to select 
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that choice. Examinees can change their selection by clicking on a different 

button. 

 

Because test security and confidentiality are extremely important, examinees should not discuss 

test content with anyone. 

 

 

Scoring 
 

Examinee scores are reported in terms of ILR levels, including ñplusò ratings. Lower-Range tests 

are intended to cover ILR levels 0+ through 3. Possible scores are 0, 0+, 1, 1+, 2, 2+, and 3. 

Upper-Range tests are intended to cover ILR levels 3 through 4.  Possible scores are 3, 3+, and 4. 

Separate scores are reported for reading and listening. 

 

Scores on either type of test reflect current functional language proficiency in reading and 

listening as defined in the ILR Skill Level Descriptions (see Appendix A).  Scores do not reflect 

proficiency in speaking or writing, nor do they reflect examineesô job-related performance or 

ability to perform specific language-related tasks under special circumstance (e.g., reading or 

listening to a target language passage indefinitely many times with the aid of supplemental 

reference materials and information sources). 

 

Scores on the test are based on the number of questions answered correctly. Since there is no 

penalty for incorrect answers, it is to the examineeôs advantage to attempt to answer every 

question, even if it involves guessing. 

 

 

Preparation for Taking the DLPT5 
 

The purpose of this publication is to familiarize prospective examinees with the DLPT5 

multiple-choice format and general testing procedures. Other than carefully reading this guide so 

that the test instructions and format are familiar, there is very little to be gained from ñstudyingò 

for the test. The best preparation for the DLPT5 is the acquisition of a solid base of general 

proficiency in the target language, both through formal training, and language exposure and use 

in a variety of real-life language-use settings. Examinees should know that study aids (i.e., 

dictionaries, reference books, etc.) are not permitted for this test. Note taking is not permitted for 

the Lower-Range test. 
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Test Procedures and Instructions 

for Taking the DLPT5 
 

The purpose of this section is to familiarize prospective examinees with how to take the 

computer-based DLPT5 multiple-choice Reading and Listening tests. Test procedures and 

instructions for both the Reading and Listening tests are provided. 

 

Test Procedures Overview 
 

This section is to help prospective examinees become familiar with the test procedures of the 

DLPT5 multiple-choice Reading and Listening tests. First, there will be a short description of 

what the examinees see before the actual test begins. Then screen shots of what examinees will 

see on the computer screen will be provided. 

 

At the beginning of the test session, the examinee logs on to the system using a Common Access 

Card (CAC) or a user ID and password that were provided when the examinee registered to take 

the test. The examinee must click on the [CAC Logon] or [Submit] button before moving to the 

next screen. 
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The next screen provides a list of tests for which the examinee is eligible; the examinee selects 

the appropriate test from the list. 
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Once the test has been selected, a series of introductory screens appears.  These screens contain 

the Privacy Act Statement, the Disclaimer for Defense language Institute Tests, the Test 

Administration Statement (of the examineeôs ability to take the test at that time), and the Non-

Disclosure Statement.  The examinee must click on the indicated checkboxes under the 

Disclaimer and the Non-Disclosure Statement before navigating to subsequent screens. 
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Privacy Act Statement and Disclaimer: 
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Test Administration Statement and Non-Disclosure Statement: 
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The next several screens contain examples of the screen layout for examinees to familiarize 

themselves with the features of the test, instructions for taking the test and a sample test passage. 

Note: The text and questions in these screens appear smaller than the text and questions on the 

actual test passages. 

 

Reading Comprehension Test 
 

Example of screen layout for the reading comprehension test: 

Note: The example text represents a generic foreign language; it is not meant to be intelligible. 

Explanations of the parts of the screen are provided. 

 

 
 

Note: On an actual reading comprehension test, if a question asks about a specific word or 

phrase, that word or phrase is highlighted in the text by appearing in red font OR by appearing 

with a grey background.
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Instructions screen for the reading comprehension test: 
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The next screen contains one sample passage with its associated question(s). 

 

 Example of a reading sample passage: 

 

 
 


