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Nomination of Dr. Michael A. Milton to 
the DLIFLC Hall of Fame
Dr. Michael Anthony Milton graduated from the Defense Language Institute in Monterey, California in 1977. He was a young man of eighteen studying Albanian under Professors Zef Logoreci and Zef Nekaij. Dr. Milton was, then, serving as a U.S. Navy top secret linguist. After top secret work in the Navy he worked for the Dow Chemical and Ashland Chemical Companies and earned a BA (1989), rising to sales and operational management of Midwest operations. He was the youngest manager in the organization. Yet, with a bright career path before them, Mike and his wife, Mae, left that career to follow a call to ministry. He completed seminary (1993) and earned a Ph.D. in Theology and Religious Studies from the University of Wales (1998). His achievements include leadership in religion in American life—founding two churches (KS and GA) and a preparatory school in Overland Park, Kansas, as well as assuming the senior pastorate of the historic First Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga. Throughout his ministry he supported the work of DLIFLC through articles and his attribution, "I owe it all to God and DLI. The faculty and military leadership at DLI gave me the essential academic tools to go forward in the calling I knew I had to follow.” Through his ministerial service he also served as a professor and as a board member in higher education. In 2007 Dr. Milton was elected to serve as president and chancellor of one of the largest graduate schools of theology in the U.S. (Reformed Theological Seminary system). Yet, his remarkable story of service includes the one constant, other than Mae and their family: Dr. Milton is, also, Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Milton. As a U.S. Army Reservist Chaplain Milton has most notably served as a senior instructor and subject matter expert in the Army's TRADOC educational system, at the U.S. Army Chaplain School, where he was senior editor of the peer-reviewed Chaplain Corps Journal. Chaplain Milton presently serves in senior-most Chaplain position in U.S. military intelligence in the Army Reserve, as Command Chaplain of U.S. Military Intelligence Readiness Command, the premier intel organization in the Army Reserve. The Command Chaplain oversees religious support to Soldiers throughout the globe through leadership of his subordinate unit ministry teams. Nearing his retirement (anticipated 2/2018) as a "citizen-soldier" after three decades of military services—in the Navy and then the Army—Dr. Milton is the author of twenty-four books, numerous articles, popular, professional, and peer-reviewed, and was honored to have been invited by the late President Ronald Reagan's family to bring a special lecture at the Reagan Presidential Center and the Reagan Ranch in Santa Barbara, CA on “Reagan and Religious Liberty” (September 2013). While his service in ministry, education, and the letters has earned him inclusion in the original Who's Who in America and Who's Who in the World, he recounts a higher honor and a pinnacle experience of being in Albania, as a special reporter on assignment in Albania for a U.S. news weekly, as that nation emerged from the dark days of a totalitarian Stalinist-Leninist regime. Standing on the detached head of a smashed statue of a Communist dictator in Tirana, Albania, Milton addressed the crowd in the Albanian language he had learned at DLIFLC. He preached a sermon and delivered an inspirational speech on freedom, civic duty, and hope before a large crowd gathered in Skanderbeg Square of that capital city. This epochal event in Milton’s career ensued just days after student protests had helped signal the end of the Iron Curtain for that country and her people; the people he had studied back at DLI. Dr. Michael has remarked about that assignment,
"In that moment, my life as a public servant, in ministry, education, and even the military—because of DLI—all converged at once in an unforgettable event that served the cause of religious liberty, freedom of speech, and the very rights that our own Founders articulated for our nation." 
Dr. Milton's military education includes DLIFLC, Air Force School of Applied Cryptologic Sciences, Chaplain Officer Basic and Advanced, Command and General Staff College, and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (MPA). Dr. Milton wrote an article that was published in the DLIFLC Alumni paper several years ago that was subsequently published and shared with many others: “They Gave Me a Love of Learning: Why I will always be Thankful to the Defense Language Institute.”

Therefore, in recognition of a life of public service that has touched and helped countless people in numerous ways, and in recognition that this life of service has, by my subject’s own admission, originated and been nourished by the ethos in excellence in scholarship and civic duty he learned while a student at the Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center, I hereby place the name of Dr. Michael A. Milton in nomination for the DLIFLC Hall of Fame during this year of the seventy-fifth anniversary of that honorable institution.
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