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Layered curriculum is a teaching method that builds on students' varied learning styles and readiness (Nunley, 2003).  It is one of the methods used to differentiate instruction by allowing students to match activities/learning content with their individual learning needs.  The layered curriculum could provide both teachers and students with multiple options in  choosing topics, concepts, and activities depending on learning styles and readiness and help students escalate the level of cognitive processing at their own pace to achieve desired learning outcomes.
In this interactive presentation, the author demonstrates how to integrate layered curriculum into the basic/intermediate foreign language course to address different learner needs and enhance learning outcomes of individual students. The presentation particularly focuses on how language concepts and activities chosen for weekly theme-based curriculum could  unfold differently through tiered lessons and culminating tasks that would address various learner needs and ultimately help individual students reach higher proficiency levels in the target language. 
For this, the presenter first shows several prototypes of layered curriculum used in educational contexts, as well as specific materials and activities to be used in foreign language classrooms that reflect various genres, topics, linguistic features that are appropriate for learners of different proficiency levels. Next, the presenter showcases a layered curriculum design sample of Korean language course.  It features how basic linguistic and content information gained from weekly theme-based curriculum could be reinforced and further expounded through differentiated tasks and materials that require learner participation, decision making, and Higher Order Thinking Skills. Then, the participants are asked to pick one of the layered curriculum prototypes and brainstorm ideas of developing short-term, content-based layered curriculum design with a topic of their choice. Lastly, benefits and challenges of developing and implementing layered curriculum in intensive foreign language courses are discussed. 
















· Determine content resources
· Selection of appropriate language learning activities
· Things to consider: student needs, proficieicny goals, institutional expectations, available resources, teacher abilities, expected performance outcomes. 
· Theme, text selection: Teacher generate4d, vs. student chosen, sub-topics 
Thread that links various them unit” linkages across themes which create greater curricular coherence. 
Tasks/Activities to teach & practice vocabulary, discourse organization, formal aspects, …..
Devising a series of tasks which leads toward a final culminating activity/project 
Transition that gives sense the logical progression from one topie to the next, from one task to the next. 
Bridging topics and tasks provide coherence within and across topics. 
Topical and task transition. 
Creat a sense of coherence and seamlessness.
Content, abstract concepts, concrete ideas
Implementing theme based curriculum
1. Planning: review student needs, institutaional expectations, and objectives, resources, teacher preparation
2. Determine content, languae, learning skills
Topics open to student selection 
Degree of tention that a theme generates. E.g., controversial issues that promte student involvement 
Coherent sequencing
Choose texts in a variety of genres and format at the appropriate level of difficulty.    Texts that introduce varying perspectives on the theme/topics under consideration
Texts with alternative perspectives cdan lead to critical thinking skills and strategy training. Select a coherent set of topics 
Tasks that natureally connect themes and add coherence o the overall curriculum.
Transitin that facilitates a natural and systematic flow of content and tasks from one day to the next
Keep language and content learning in balance. 
Assessment: How much content learning do we evaluate and how much language learning do we evaluate? 
