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Introduction 
 
This Familiarization Guide is designed to provide prospective examinees with information about 
the Defense Language Proficiency Test 5 System (DLPT5) in multiple-choice format. This guide 
contains general information about the test design, the format of the test, its length, its content, 
the skills tested, and procedures used in scoring and reporting the scores. In addition, screen 
shots on what the examinees will see when taking the test on the computer as well as information 
on testing procedures are provided. 
 
 

Overview of the DLPT5 Multiple-Choice Test 
 
The DLPT5 is a foreign language proficiency test that measures the listening comprehension and 
reading comprehension of an examinee who has learned a foreign language as a second 
language. The test is intended to be taken by U.S. government military or civilian employees. 
The DLPT5 tests measure proficiency as defined by the Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR) 
Skill Level Descriptions, levels 0+ through 4 (see Appendix A). All DLPT5s are delivered via 
computer. 
 
DLPT5s in many languages include both a Lower-Range test and an Upper-Range test.  The 
Lower-Range test measures ILR proficiency levels 0+ through 3, while the Upper-Range test 
measures ILR proficiency levels 3 through 4. Examinees will normally take the lower-range 
DLPT5; those who receive a score of 3 on this test may be eligible to take the upper-range test, 
depending on the policy of their institution. The DLPT5 will be used to make operational 
readiness, incentive pay, and training decisions for civilian and military language analysts in the 
United States government. 
 
 

Description of the Thai DLPT5 Lower-Range Test 
in Multiple-Choice Format 

 
• Test Design 

  
o The Lower-Range Reading Test contains approximately 60 questions with about 

36 passages. Each passage has up to 4 questions with four answer choices per 
question. Passages originate from authentic Thai materials. 
 

o The Lower-Range Listening Test contains approximately 60 questions with about 
37 passages. Each passage has up to 2 questions with four answer choices per 
question. Passages originate from authentic Thai materials. 
 

o Some passages will be played once and some will be played twice. When a 
passage is played twice, there will be a short tone signal just before the passage is 
played the second time. 
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o The examinee has 3 hours to complete the Reading Test and 3 hours to complete 
the Listening Test. Approximately halfway through each test, the examinee will 
be given a 15-minute break. The break does not count toward the test time. For 
the Listening Test, although the playing of the passages is controlled by the 
computer, the examinee may take as much or as little time as desired to answer 
the questions. Managing the time effectively is the examinee’s responsibility, just 
as it is on the Reading Test. 
 

• Test Content 
 

o The DLPT5 is designed to measure proficiency in the target language regardless 
of how it has been acquired. For this reason, and because of the broad proficiency 
orientation of the test, its content is not tied to any particular language-training 
program. 
 

o The passages included in the test are sampled from authentic materials and real-
life sources such as signs, newspapers, radio and television broadcasts, the 
Internet, etc. 
 

o The passages cover a broad range of content areas, including social, cultural, 
political, economic, geographic, scientific, and military topics. 
 

o The content of the test forms will be systematically updated. 
 

• Test Format: The test includes instructions on how to take the test, examples on how to 
answer the questions, and question sets containing the following parts: 
 

o Orientation: This is a short statement in English that appears before each 
passage.  Its purpose is to identify the context from which the passage is taken. 
 

o Passage: This is the only element of the test that is in the target language being 
tested. The maximum length of a listening comprehension passage in the test is 
approximately 2 minutes. The maximum length of a reading comprehension 
passage is approximately 400 words. Most of the passages are much shorter than 
the maximum length. 
 

o Question statement: Each individual question is based on the passage, is written 
in English, and is posed in the form of a complete question or an incomplete 
statement. The questions may ask about what is explicitly stated in the passage or, 
in some cases, what is implied in it. Occasionally questions may ask about 
expressions that are used in the passage. The number of questions based on the 
passage is related to the length and complexity of the passage. 
 

o Answer choices: Each question statement is followed by 4 answer choices, also 
written in English, only one of which is the best answer. Each answer choice is 
displayed on the screen with a button next to it that examinees will click to select 
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that choice. Examinees can change their selection by clicking on a different 
button. 

 
Because test security and confidentiality are extremely important, examinees should not discuss 
test content with anyone. 
 
 

Scoring 
 
Examinee scores are reported in terms of ILR levels, including “plus” ratings. Lower-Range tests 
are intended to cover ILR levels 0+ through 3. Possible scores are 0, 0+, 1, 1+, 2, 2+, and 3. 
Upper-Range tests are intended to cover ILR levels 3 through 4.  Possible scores are 3, 3+, and 4. 
Separate scores are reported for reading and listening. 
 
Scores on either type of test reflect current functional language proficiency in reading and 
listening as defined in the ILR Skill Level Descriptions (see Appendix A).  Scores do not reflect 
proficiency in speaking or writing, nor do they reflect examinees’ job-related performance or 
ability to perform specific language-related tasks under special circumstance (e.g., reading or 
listening to a target language passage indefinitely many times with the aid of supplemental 
reference materials and information sources). 
 
Scores on the test are based on the number of questions answered correctly. Since there is no 
penalty for incorrect answers, it is to the examinee’s advantage to attempt to answer every 
question, even if it involves guessing. 
 
 

Preparation for Taking the DLPT5 
 
The purpose of this publication is to familiarize prospective examinees with the DLPT5 
multiple-choice format and general testing procedures. Other than carefully reading this guide so 
that the test instructions and format are familiar, there is very little to be gained from “studying” 
for the test. The best preparation for the DLPT5 is the acquisition of a solid base of general 
proficiency in the target language, both through formal training, and language exposure and use 
in a variety of real-life language-use settings. Examinees should know that study aids (i.e., 
dictionaries, reference books, etc.) are not permitted for this test. Note taking is not permitted for 
the Lower-Range test. 
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Test Procedures and Instructions 
for Taking the DLPT5 

 
The purpose of this section is to familiarize prospective examinees with how to take the 
computer-based DLPT5 multiple-choice Reading and Listening tests. Test procedures and 
instructions for both the Reading and Listening tests are provided. 
 

Test Procedures Overview 
 
This section is to help prospective examinees become familiar with the test procedures of the 
DLPT5 multiple-choice Reading and Listening tests. First, there will be a short description of 
what the examinees see before the actual test begins. Then screen shots of what examinees will 
see on the computer screen will be provided. 
 
At the beginning of the test session, the examinee logs on to the system using a Common Access 
Card (CAC) or a user ID and password that were provided when the examinee registered to take 
the test. The examinee must click on the [CAC Logon] or [Submit] button before moving to the 
next screen. 
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The next screen provides a list of tests for which the examinee is eligible; the examinee selects 
the appropriate test from the list. 
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Once the test has been selected, a series of introductory screens appears.  These screens contain 
the Privacy Act Statement, the Disclaimer for Defense language Institute Tests, the Test 
Administration Statement (of the examinee’s ability to take the test at that time), and the Non-
Disclosure Statement.  The examinee must click on the indicated checkboxes under the 
Disclaimer and the Non-Disclosure Statement before navigating to subsequent screens. 
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Privacy Act Statement and Disclaimer: 
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Test Administration Statement and Non-Disclosure Statement: 
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The next several screens contain examples of the screen layout for examinees to familiarize 
themselves with the features of the test, instructions for taking the test and a sample test passage. 
Note: The text and questions in these screens appear smaller than the text and questions on the 
actual test passages. 
 

Reading Comprehension Test 
 
Example of screen layout for the reading comprehension test: 
Note: The example text represents a generic foreign language; it is not meant to be intelligible. 
Explanations of the parts of the screen are provided. 
 

 
 
Note: On an actual reading comprehension test, if a question asks about a specific word or 
phrase, that word or phrase is highlighted in the text by appearing in red font OR by appearing 
with a grey background.
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Instructions screen for the reading comprehension test: 
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The next screen contains one sample passage with its associated question(s). 
 
 Example of a reading sample passage: 
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After the sample passage, the examinee clicks on the [Next] button and moves to the Start of 
Test screen.   
 
Start of Test screen for the reading comprehension test: 
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Listening Comprehension Test 
 
Example of screen layout for the listening comprehension test: 
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The next two screens contain instructions for the listening comprehension test. Note that 
examinees may select their answers to the questions while the audio is playing. 
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Instructions for the listening comprehension test (continued): 
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Example of listening sample questions (the sample passage audio is played while the screen is 
displayed): 
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After the sample passage, the examinee clicks on the [Next] button and moves to the Start of 
Test screen. 
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End-of-Test Review Information 
 
At the end of each test, a review screen appears for examinees to review their responses to the 
questions before submitting the test.  
 
From the review page, examinees will be able to jump to any given passage.  
They will be able to respond to any questions they have not answered, or they can change an 
answer.  
The audio for the Listening Comprehension Test will not be played again during this review 
period.  
 
Example of the review screen: 
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Sample Passages 
 
The purpose of this section is to familiarize prospective examinees on the levels and types of 
passages as well as their associated questions that appear in a given DLPT 5 test in multiple-
choice format. Below are some sample passages from ILR levels 1 – 3 in reading and listening 
taken from Thai, and their associated questions and answer choices. Explanations of the best 
answer for each question are also provided. Examinees should know that study aids (i.e., 
dictionaries, reference books, etc.) are not permitted during the test. Note taking is also not 
permitted during the test. 
 

Reading Comprehension Sample Passages 
 
Sample Passage: ILR Level 1 
 
An announcement on a website 

 
1.  What is announced? 
 

(A)  Discount sale. 
(B)  Repair service.  
(C)  Antique show. 
(D)  Job opening. 

 
 
The correct answer is (A).  

• "ตรงเวลา" 

เปิดโอกาสใหคุ้ณเลอืกซือ้นาฬกิาชือ่ดงัระดบัโลกรุน่ใหมล่า่สดุดว้ยสว่นลดถงึ 

72% 

• สนิคา้ทุกชิน้เป็นของแท ้100% 

นําเขา้จากผูจ้าํหน่ายทีไ่ดร้บัแต่งตัง้ของแบรนดน์ัน้ๆ โดยตรง 

• "ตรงเวลา" ตัง้อยูไ่มไ่กล เพยีงหา้นาทเีทา่นัน้ จากเซน็ทรลัพระรามสอง 
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Justification: 
 
(A) is the correct answer. 

The announcement states that buyers have an opportunity to purchase recent models of 
famous watches with a 72% discount. 
 

(B) is not the correct answer. The announcement does not mention a repair service. 
 

(C) is not the correct answer. The announcement refers to a sale of recent models of world-class 
watches. There is no mention of antique watches. 
 

(D) is not the correct answer. The announcement mentions a discount sale of merchandise and 
distributors of watches. There is no mention of a job opening. 
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Sample Passage: ILR Level 2 
 
From a news report 

 
1.  What is one thing Sizzler did in collaboration with the Royal Project? 
 

(A) Sizzler began working with the Royal Project to donate food to charity 
organizations. 

มะเขอืเทศถอืไดว้า่ เป็นพชืทีม่คีวามสาํคญัทางเศรษฐกจิและอุตสาหกรรม 

ทัง้ยงัเป็นพชืทีอุ่ดมไปดว้ยคุณคา่ทางอาหารเชน่วติามนิซ ีวติามนิเอ ฟอสฟอรสั 

โพแทสเซยีม แมกนีเซยีมและแรธ่าตุอื่นๆ อกีหลายชนิด ดงันัน้ 

ทางโครงการหลวงรว่มกบับรษิทัซซิซเ์ลอรจ์งึไดพ้ฒันาการปลกูมะเขอืเทศใหไ้ดห้ลา

กหลายสสีนั เป็นการปลกูมะเขอืเทศแฟนซแีหง่แรกในประเทศไทย 

โดยปลกูทีศ่นูยพ์ฒันาโครงการหลวงหนองหอยอําเภอแมร่มิ จงัหวดัเชยีงใหม ่

คุณนงชนก สถานานนท ์ผูช้ว่ยรองประธานบรหิารกลุม่การตลาดบรษิทั เอส แอล 

อาร ์ท ีจาํกดั 

ผูด้าํเนินงานรา้นอาหารซซิซเ์ลอรใ์นประเทศไทยและประเทศจนีเปิดเผยวา่ 

ภายหลงัจากทีซ่ซิซเ์ลอรไ์ดเ้ปิดตวัแคมเปญซซิซเ์ลอรร์กัสขุภาพ 

และเริม่ใชผ้กัโครงการหลวงไวบ้รกิารลกูคา้ของซซิซเ์ลอรต์ัง้แต่เดอืนกนัยายนปีทีผ่า่

นมานัน้ ซึง่กไ็ดร้บัการตอบรบัจากลกูคา้เป็นอยา่งด ี

เหน็ไดจ้ากจาํนวนลกูคา้ทีม่าใชบ้รกิารในรา้นซซิซเ์ลอรท์ัง้ ๓๗ สาขาทัว่ประเทศ 

มจีาํนวนเพิม่ขึน้ เพือ่เป็นการตอกยํา้ภาพลกัษณ์ของ 

แบรนดภ์ายใตแ้นวคดิ "ซซิซเ์ลอร ์ศลิป์แหง่การรบัประทาน ศลิป์แหง่การดาํรงชพี" 

ซซิซเ์ลอรจ์งึสรรหาผกัสดประเภทใหม่ๆ  เพิม่เตมิในสลดับารไ์วบ้รกิารลกูคา้ 

ซึง่สว่นใหญ่นิยมรบัประทานสลดัจากสลดับารค์วบคูก่บัการรบัประทานอาหารประเ

ภทเมนูยา่ง ทัง้ประเภทเนื้อสตัวแ์ละซฟู้ีด 

ทัง้นี้เพือ่สรา้งคณุประโยชน์เพิม่เตมิและสรา้งความสขุใหก้บักลุม่ลกูคา้ของซซิซเ์ลอร์

ทีร่กัการดแูลสขุภาพมากขึน้ 
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(B) Sizzler began using vegetables from the Royal Project to serve restaurant 
customers. 

(C) Sizzler partnered with the Royal Project to raise funds for small-scale local 
farmers. 

(D) Sizzler partnered with the Royal Project to raise food-safety awareness in the 
region. 

 
The correct answer is (B). 
 
Justification: 
 
(A) is not the correct answer. Sizzler was working in cooperation with the Royal Project on 

growing new varieties of tomatoes, but there was no plan to donate them to charity 
organizations. 

 
(B) is the correct answer.  

The report states that Sizzlers began serving vegetables from the Royal Project after it 
launched the campaign “Sizzler loves health.” 
 

(C) is not the correct answer. Although the report mentions the involvement of Sizzler in the 
farming of the first Fancy Tomatoes in Chiang Mae Province, there is no reference to 
fundraising for small-scale, local farmers.   
 

(D) is not the correct answer. Although the report states that Sizzler was interested in 
emphasizing the image of a restaurant that serves fresh vegetables and healthy food, there is 
no mention of raising awareness of food safety.  

 
 
2.  According to the report, what is the reason Sizzler is making changes to its 

salad bar? 
 

(A)  To encourage diners with health issues to reduce meat consumption. 
(B)  To compete more successfully against other popular restaurant chains. 
(C)  To show the company’s commitment to buying locally grown produce. 
(D)  To increase the level of satisfaction among health-conscious customers. 

 
 
The correct answer is (D). 
 
Justification: 
 
(A) is not the correct answer. Although the report states that Sizzler’s customers like to eat 

grilled meat and seafood in addition to salad, there is no reference to encouraging them to 
consume less meat. 
 

(B) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of other restaurant chains in the report.  
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(C) is not the correct answer. Although the report mentions that Sizzler uses vegetables from the 

Royal Project, it does not state that the company does it because of a commitment to buy 
locally grown produce. 

 
(D) is the correct answer.  

In the second paragraph it is stated by the assistant executive vice president of marketing 
that Sizzler launched a campaign titled “Sizzler loves health,” and at the closing paragraph, 
it is stated again that Sizzler wants to increase the happiness of its health-conscious 
costumers. 
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Sample Passage: ILR Level 3 
 
From an opinion piece in a newspaper  
 

ไหนบอกวา่ มเีขือ่นแควน้อยแลว้น้ําจะไมท่ว่ม อ. บางระกาํ อ. พรหมพริาม  

จ. พษิณุโลก ไหนบอกวา่ มเีขือ่นปา่สกัแลว้น้ําจะไมท่ว่มลพบุร ีอยธุยา อ่างทอง 

ไหนบอกวา่ เมือ่มเีขือ่นแลว้จะป้องกนัน้ําทว่มได ้เหลา่นี้คอื "วาทกรรม" 

ทีน่กัสรา้งเขือ่นมกัจะออกมาพดูโฆษณาชวนเชือ่กลบเกลือ่นความจรงิมาโดยตลอด  
 

เมือ่มเีหตุน้ําทว่มขึน้มาทไีร กจ็ะพลอยโทษฟ้าโทษฝน สารพดัขอ้อา้ง 

เสรจ็สรรพแลว้กย็ดัเหตุผลวา่ทางแกท้ีด่ที ีส่ดุคอื "การสรา้งเขือ่น" อยา่งเดยีวเทา่นัน้ 

โดยไมย่อมพดูความจรงิต่อสงัคมวา่ ทีพ่ดูไปนัน้เป็นแค ่"กลลวง" ทัง้สิน้ แทจ้รงิแลว้ 

การสรา้งเขือ่นเพยีงแคถู่กใชเ้ป็นเหตุผลใหไ้ดม้าซึง่งบประมาณสว่นเกนิ 

ซึง่ตอ้งเป็นเงนิทอนใหผู้อ้นุมตัโิครงการและตรวจรบังาน ๒๐-๓๐% 

กนัอยา่งอิม่หมพีมีนัเทา่นัน้ 

กีเ่ข ือ่นแลว้ทีส่รา้งขึน้มาเพือ่อา้งป้องกนัน้ําทว่มแลว้มนัสามารถป้องกนัไดจ้รงิไหม 

โดยเฉพาะเขือ่นทีเ่ป็นตํานานมหากาพยท์ีส่ดุในขณะนี้ คอื "เขือ่นแกง่เสอืเตน้"  
 

เขือ่นแกง่เสอืเตน้ 

เริม่ตน้เดมิทเีป็นแคโ่ครงการสรา้งเขือ่นเพือ่ผลติกระแสไฟฟ้าของการไฟฟ้าฝา่ยผลติแ

หง่ประเทศไทย (กฟผ.) แต่พอชาวบา้นเขาคดัคา้นกนัมาก 

รวมทัง้เมือ่ศกึษาผลกระทบสิง่แวดลอ้ม (EIA) 

แลว้พบวา่เป็นการทาํลายทรพัยากรของโลกมากทีส่ดุแหง่หนึ่ง 

ธนาคารโลกจงึไมย่อมปลอ่ยเงนิกูใ้ห ้

กเ็ลยใชเ้ลห่ก์ลโยนใหก้รมชลประทานมาเป็นเจา้ภาพแทนในปี ๒๕๒๘ 

โดยใชข้อ้อา้งวา่ เพือ่การชลประทานและป้องกนัน้ําทว่ม ทัง้ๆ 

ทีพ่ืน้ทีด่งักลา่วกม็เีขือ่นอยูแ่ลว้มากมาย แตก่ย็งัไมส่ามารถชว่ยป้องกนัน้ําทว่มได ้ 
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แต่ทวา่ 

รฐับาลทุกชดุทีเ่ขา้มาบรหิารประเทศกม็กัจะพยายามปลุกผรีือ้ฟ้ืนการสรา้งเขือ่นแกง่เสื

อเตน้ขึน้มาอยูเ่สมอ ๆ 

โดยผา่นกระบวนการวาทกรรมของพวกนกัสรา้งเขือ่นในกรมชลประทาน 

โดยความรว่มมอืกบันกัการเมอืงทอ้งถิน่และระดบัชาต ิ

ขา้ราชการในพืน้ทีท่ ีป่ระจบสอพลอตัง้แต่แพร ่สโุขทยั พษิณุโลก พจิติร นครสวรรค ์

ฯลฯ   
 

ปญัหาน้ําทว่มในพืน้ทีด่งักลา่วไมใ่ชป่ญัหาทีเ่กดิขึน้เพราะไมม่เีขือ่น 

แต่เป็นปญัหาทีม่กีารตดัไมท้าํลายปา่และเผาปา่กนัอยา่งมโหฬารทุกปี 

ปลอ่ยใหม้กีารทาํขา้วไรข่า้วโพดกนับนยอดเขาอยา่งผดิกฎหมายโดยทีข่า้ราชการและ

หน่วยงานราชการต่างๆ ทีเ่กีย่วขอ้งในพืน้ทีต่่างละเวน้เพกิเฉยเอาหไูปนา เอาตาไปไร ่

ไรก้ารป้องปราบ หรอืบงัคบัใชก้ฎหมายอยา่งจรงิจงัเดด็ขาด 

ต่างหาก 
 
1.  According to the author, what is the true motivation of dam builders?   
 

(A)  Attract foreign companies to invest in construction projects.   
(B)  Improve their image by showing concern about energy costs.   
(C)  Exploit the issue of flood prevention for financial gains. 
(D)  Gain support by exaggerating the potential for new jobs.   

 
 
The correct answer is (C). 
 
Justification: 
 
(A) is not the correct answer. The author mentions the World Bank and a couple of construction 

projects that were planned to generate electricity and provide irrigation, but there is no 
mention of foreign companies that are interested in investing in construction projects. 
 

(B) is not the correct answer. There is no discussion of energy costs in the essay. Furthermore, it 
does not appear from the description of the dam builders that they are concerned about their 
image. 

 
(C) is the correct answer.  
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The author states that “dam building is only used as a reason to obtain surplus funds” and 
later uses the idiom “happily full like a fat bear after a good big meal,” to describe the dam 
builder. 
 

(D) is not the correct answer. There is no indication that dam builders are concerned with job 
creation. On the contrary, local villagers oppose the dam construction because of the danger 
they pose to the environment and natural resources. 
 
 

2.  What conclusion can be reached from the author’s remarks in the final 
paragraph? 

 
(A)  Bureaucratic regulations are driving up the cost of dam construction. 
(B)  Citizens should be educated to recognize their role in flood control. 
(C)  Farms need to update irrigation systems for better flood readiness. 
(D)  Government authorities are ignoring the root causes of flooding. 
 

 
The correct answer is (D). 
 
Justification:  
 
(A) is not the correct answer. Although the author mentions government officials and agencies, 

there is no discussion about the cost of dam construction or bureaucratic regulations. 
 

(B) is not the correct answer. The author mentions forest burning and illegal farming in 
deforested areas, but there is no suggestion that people should be taught that these activities 
can cause flooding.  
 

(C) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of irrigation systems or flood readiness. 
 

(D) is the correct answer.  
The author states that government officials and agencies turn a blind eye to the destruction 
of forests in mountainous areas for the sake of illegal farming, which is the root cause of 
flooding, and that law enforcement do not actively prevent these illegal activities. 
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Listening Comprehension Sample Passages 
 
Note:  Examinees will NOT see passage transcripts in an actual DLPT5 listening test. 
 
Sample Passage: ILR Level 1 
 
This passage is a public announcement. 
 
Transcription: 

 
1. What is one purpose of this announcement? 

(A)  To provide a flood warning. 
(B)  To alert listeners about ferry delays. 
(C)  To issue a tidal wave watch. 
(D)  To remind listeners of dock closures. 

 
 
The correct answer is (A). 
 
Justification: 
 
(A) is the correct answer.  

The announcement alerts listeners to flash floods caused by a monsoon that passes through 
the northern and eastern parts of Thailand and neighboring countries.  
 

(B) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of ferry delays. 
 

(C) is not the correct answer. Although the announcement mentions a monsoon, there is no 
mention of a tidal wave. 

 
(D) is not the correct answer. The announcement mentions sailing in the Andaman Sea but there 

is no mention of dock closures.

ประกาศกรมอุตุนิยมวทิยา  

รอ่งมรสมุพาดผา่นพมา่ ลาว เวยีดนามตอนบน และทะเลอนัดามนั ประเทศไทย 

ขอใหป้ระชาชนในพืน้ทีเ่สีย่งภยับรเิวณภาคเหนือ ภาคตะวนัออกเฉยีงเหนือตอนบน 

และภาคตะวนัออก ระวงัอนัตรายจากน้ําทว่มฉบัพลนั 

สาํหรบัชาวเรอืในทะเลอนัดามนั ควรเพิม่ความระมดัระวงัในการเดนิเรอื 
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Sample Passage: ILR Level 2 
 
This passage is from a radio news report. 
 
Transcription: 

 
1.  What is the reason that the three men are in the news? 
 

(A)  They planned an attack on military bases in Thailand.  
(B)  They are leaders of an unknown militant group. 

นายสวุทิย ์คุณกติต ิรฐัมนตรวีา่การกระทรวงทรพัยากรธรรมชาตแิละสิง่แวดลอ้ม 

เดนิทางไปรว่มประชมุผลการสบืสวนสอบสวน นายสชุาต ิมฮูมัหมดั อาย ุ32 ปี 

ชาวไทย นายอึง้กมิไทย ชาวกมัพชูา และนายเหวยีง เติง้ ยงั อาย ุ37 

ปีชาวเวยีดนาม ทัง้สามรายถูกตัง้ขอ้หารว่มกนักระทาํการใดๆ 

เพือ่ใหไ้ดม้าซึง่ความลบัสาํหรบัความปลอดภยัของประเทศ 

นายสวุทิยย์ํ้าวา่หลกัฐานทีต่าํรวจคน้พบในตวัผูต้อ้งหา เชน่ 

แผนทีท่างทหารของกมัพชูา 

แผนทีป่ระเทศไทยซึง่เตม็ไปดว้ยการจดบนัทกึขอ้ความพกิดัหมายเลข 10 

หลกัหลายจุด ลว้นแต่เป็นพืน้ทีค่วามมัน่คงของไทย 

แมว้า่ในขณะนี้ผูต้อ้งหายงัไมใ่หก้ารรบัสารภาพ 

แต่วา่ถา้การสบืสวนขยายผลพบผูต้อ้งหากระทาํผดิ 

กไ็ดก้าํชบัใหต้ํารวจดาํเนินคดตีามกฎหมายอยา่งเครง่ครดั 

แต่ยอมรบัวา่ไมต่อ้งการใหเ้กดิผลกระทบต่อความสมัพนัธร์ะหวา่งไทย-กมัพชูา 

ขอใหเ้จา้หน้าทีต่รวจสอบขอ้เทจ็จรงิอยา่งละเอยีด 
 

"คอืเราไมต่อ้งการใหเ้กดิความกระทบต่อความสมัพนัธ ์

และเราถงึตอ้งตรวจสอบขอ้เทจ็จรงิกนั 

แลว้กห็วงัวา่จากหลกัฐานทีม่อียูท่ ีท่างเจา้หน้าทีต่าํรวจไดต้รวจยดึมาได ้

มนักเ็ป็นหลกัฐานสาํคญัทีจ่ะบอกความจรงิวา่เขาเขา้มาเพือ่อะไร" 
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(C)  They are suspected of espionage against Thailand. 
(D)  They were caught stealing arms from military bases. 
 

 
The correct answer is (C).  
 
Justification: 
 
(A) is not the correct answer. Although the news report mentions a military map and security 

bases in Thailand, there is no indication that the men were planning an attack on military 
bases. 
 

(B) is not the correct answer. There is no indication in the news report that the three men 
belonged to a militant group, known or unknown, or that they were leaders of any group. 
 

(C) is the correct answer.  
The news report states that the three men were charged with espionage against the national 
security of Thailand and that the police found incriminating evidence on their bodies. 
 

(D) is not the correct answer. Although the news report mentions that the suspects had a map 
that showed the locations of security bases in Thailand, the men were not stealing arms from 
these bases. 

 
 
2.  What is the reason that the minister asked the police to conduct a careful 

investigation? 
 

(A) He worries that Thai police interrogators might torture the Cambodian 
citizen. 

(B) He wants to ensure that the case has no effect on Thailand’s relations with 
Cambodia. 

(C) He has to show Cambodia that Thailand adheres to international 
conventions. 

(D) He knows the suspects have diplomatic immunity and cannot be 
prosecuted in Thailand. 

 
 
The correct answer is (B).  
 
Justification: 
 
(A) is not the correct answer. While it might be true that the minister worries about torture, the 

news report does not states that the minister is concerned about the torture of any suspect. 
 

(B) is the correct answer.  
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According to the news report one of the suspects was Cambodian and the minister insisted 
that the police prosecutes the suspects in accordance with the law because he “did not want 
to affect Thailand-Cambodia relations.” 
 

(C) is not the correct answer. Although the news report indicates that the minister insisted that 
the police prosecutes in accordance with the law, there is no indication that he has to show 
that Thailand adheres to international conventions, but rather that Thailand is following the 
law of the land.  
 

(D) is not the correct answer. There is no indication in the news report that the minister knows 
that any of the suspects has diplomatic immunity. 
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Sample Passage: Level 2+ 
 
This passage is from a report about a medical topic. 
  
Transcription: 
 

 
 

ผูห้ญงิ: ขณะทีค่ณะแพทยผ์ูเ้ชีย่วชาญดา้นสมนุไพร 

พยายามผลกัดนัการรกัษาโรคดว้ยสมนุไพรกวา่ 500 ชนิด 

มกีารจดัตัง้หน่วยงานแปรรปูสมนุไพรใหเ้ป็นตวัยาเพือ่ผลกัดนัเขา้สูร่ะบบการรกัษา

ตามโรงพยาบาลต่าง ๆ แต่กพ็บปญัหาเรือ่งตน้ทนุสงู 

ประกอบกบัคณะแพทยแ์ละพยาบาลไมม่คีวามรูเ้รือ่งสมนุไพรไทย 

ทาํใหไ้มไ่ดร้บัการตอบรบัทีด่ ี
 

ดงันัน้ทางสถาบนัแพทยแ์ผนไทยประยกุต ์ศริริาชพยาบาล 

โรงพยาบาลเจา้พระยาอภยัภเูบศรร์ว่มกบักระทรวงสาธารณสขุเรง่ฟ้ืนฟูดว้ยการจดั

ตัง้สถาบนัสอนศาสตรแ์พทยแ์ผนไทยและจดัตัง้ศนูยค์ลนิิกรกัษาสมนุไพรไทย 

เพือ่ผลติบุคลากรใหม้คีวามเชีย่วชาญและเรง่พฒันาระบบประสทิธภิาพยาใหท้นัสมั

ยควบคูก่บัวธิกีารรกัษาแบบดัง้เดมิ  

ผูช้าย: "คอืสมนุไพรเนี่ยกเ็ป็นของทีห่างา่ยนะครบั นะ ปลกูขึน้เองกไ็ดน้ะครบั 

หรอืหาตามปา่ตามดงทีอ่ยูใ่กล ้ๆ บา้นเรากไ็ดน้ะครบั นะ 

มนักจ็ะไมม่รีาคาแพงใชไ่หมฮะ เราไปเกบ็มาเอง นะ ตอนนี้ทีเ่ราทาํกค็อื 

อนัทีห่นึ่งบางอยา่งเรากแ็นะนําวธิกีารใช ้

ใหป้ระชาชนใชเ้องเลยจากสมนุไพรทีเ่กบ็มาไดน้ะครบั นะ ใชส้ด ๆ กด็นีะครบั 

เอามาตากแหง้ชงเป็นชา เป็นอาหารอยา่งนี้นะครบั กแ็นะนํานะครบั 

ระดบัสงูขึน้มาหน่อยกใ็หช้มุชนนะครบั องคก์รในชมุชน เชน่...เชน่ ชมรมต่าง ๆ 

นะครบั น่ะ มคีวามรูเ้รือ่งการผลติสมนุไพร แปรรปูสมนุไพรมาใช ้

ประโยชน์ในเรือ่งสขุภาพ นะ อนันี้กต็น้ทุนกต็ํ่า" 
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1.  According to the report, what is one problem regarding the use of herbal 

medicines in hospitals? 

(A)  Health officials are worried about side effects of herbal remedies.         
(B)  Many health care professionals are unfamiliar with herbal remedies.  
(C)  Drug companies have opposed the introduction of herbal remedies. 
(D)  Many insurers refuse to pay doctors who prescribe herbal remedies.         
 

 
The correct answer is (B).  
 
Justification: 
 
(A) is not the correct answer. There is no indication in the report that health officials are worried 

about the effects of Herbal remedies. On the contrary, they are pushing to use more of them. 
 

(B) is the correct answer.  
The report states in the first paragraph that “medical doctors and nurses do not have 
knowledge about Thai herbs, so Thai herbs have not received a good response.” 
 

(C) is not the correct answer. The report mentions the Institute of Thai Traditional Medicine, 
and the Thai Herbal Medicine Clinic Center, the Ministry of Public Health and several 
hospitals, but no drug companies are mentioned. 

 
(D) is not the correct answer. There is no reference to any insurance company in the report. 
 
 
2. What is one goal of the partnership mentioned in the report? 
 

(A)  To educate community organizations about medicinal herbs.  
(B)  To work with foreign companies that prepare herbal medicines.  
(C)  To attract investors interested in production of medicinal herbs. 
(D)  To assure medical professionals of the safety of herbal medicines.        

 
 
The correct answer is (A).  
 
Justification: 
 
(A) is the correct answer.  

The report indicates that medical practitioners do not have knowledge about Thai herbs so 
the ministry of public health joined forces with several hospitals and organizations involved 
in Thai traditional medicine in order to teach people in the community about herbs, the 
processing of herbs, and the health benefits of medicinal herbs. 
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(B) is not the correct answer. The report does not mention foreign companies. 
 
(C) is not the correct answer. The report does not mention investors who are interested in the 

production of medical herbs, only people from the community who are taught to pick 
medicinal herbs and use herbal remedies, whether fresh, dried, or as food. 
 

(D) is not the correct answer. The report indicates that Thai medical herbs had not received a 
good response but not because of safety concerns.
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Appendix: 
Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR) 

Language Skill Level Descriptions 
 
Preface 
 
The following descriptions of proficiency levels 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 characterize spoken-language 
use. Each higher level implies control of the previous levels' functions and accuracy. The 
designation 0+, 1+, 2+, etc. will be assigned when proficiency substantially exceeds one skill 
level and does not fully meet the criteria for the next level. The "plus-level" descriptions, 
therefore, are subsidiary to the "base-level" descriptions. 
 
A skill level is assigned to a person through an authorized language examination. Examiners 
assign a level on a variety of performance criteria exemplified in the descriptive statements. 
Therefore, the examples given here illustrate, but do not exhaustively describe, either the skills a 
person may possess or situations in which he/she may function effectively. 
 
Statements describing accuracy refer to typical stages in the development of competence in the 
most commonly taught languages in formal training programs. In other languages, emerging 
competence parallels these characterizations, but often with different details. 
Unless otherwise specified, the term "native speaker" refers to native speakers of a standard 
dialect. 
 
"Well-educated," in the context of these proficiency descriptions, does not necessarily imply 
formal higher education. However, in cultures where formal higher education is common, the 
language-use abilities of persons who have had such education is [sic] considered the standard. 
That is, such a person meets contemporary expectations for the formal, careful style of the 
language, as well as a range of less formal varieties of the language. 
 
These descriptions may be further specified by individual agencies to characterize those aspects 
of language-use performance, which are of insufficient generality to be included here. 
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ILR Language Skill Level Descriptions: Listening 
 
Listening 0 (No Proficiency) 
No practical understanding of the spoken language. Understanding is limited to occasional 
isolated words with essentially no ability to comprehend communication. (Has been coded L-0 in 
some nonautomated applications.    [Data Code 00] 
 
Listening 0+ (Memorized Proficiency) 
Sufficient comprehension to understand a number of memorized utterances in areas of immediate 
needs. Slight increase in utterance length understood but requires frequent long pauses between 
understood phrases and repeated requests on the listener's part for repetition. Understands with 
reasonable accuracy only when this involves short memorized utterances or formulae. Utterances 
understood are relatively short in length. Misunderstandings arise due to ignoring or inaccurately 
hearing sounds or word endings (both inflectional and non-inflectional), distorting the original 
meaning. Can understand only with difficulty even such people as teachers who are used to 
speaking with non-native speakers. Can understand best those statements where context strongly 
supports the utterance's meaning. Gets some main ideas. (Has been coded L-0+ in some 
nonautomated applications.)   [Data Code 06] 
 
Listening 1 (Elementary Proficiency) 
Sufficient comprehension to understand utterances about basic survival needs and minimum 
courtesy and travel requirements in areas of immediate need or on very familiar topics, can 
understand simple questions and answers, simple statements and very simple face-to-face 
conversations in a standard dialect. These must often be delivered more clearly than normal at a 
rate slower than normal with frequent repetitions or paraphrase (that is, by a native used to 
dealing with foreigners). Once learned, these sentences can be varied for similar level vocabulary 
and grammar and still be understood. In the majority of utterances, misunderstandings arise due 
to overlooked or misunderstood syntax and other grammatical clues. Comprehension vocabulary 
inadequate to understand anything but the most elementary needs. Strong interference from the 
candidate's native language occurs. Little precision in the information understood owing to the 
tentative state of passive grammar and lack of vocabulary. Comprehension areas include basic 
needs such as: meals, lodging, transportation, time and simple directions (including both route 
instructions and orders from customs officials, policemen, etc.). Understands main ideas. (Has 
been coded L-1 in some nonautomated applications.)  [Data Code 10]  
 
Listening 1+ (Elementary Proficiency, Plus) 
Sufficient comprehension to understand short conversations about all survival needs and limited 
social demands. Developing flexibility evident in understanding a range of circumstances beyond 
immediate survival needs. Shows spontaneity in understanding by speed, although consistency of 
understanding is uneven. Limited vocabulary range necessitates repetition for understanding. 
Understands more common time forms and most question forms, some word order patterns, but 
miscommunication still occurs with more complex patterns. Cannot sustain understanding of 
coherent structures in longer utterances or in unfamiliar situations. Understanding of descriptions 
and the giving of precise information is limited. Aware of basic cohesive features (e.g., 
pronouns, verb inflections) but many are unreliably understood, especially if less immediate in 
reference. Understanding is largely limited to a series of short, discrete utterances. Still has to ask 
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for utterances to be repeated. Some ability to understand facts. (Has been coded L-1+ in some 
nonautomated applications.)   [Data Code 16] 
 
Listening 2 (Limited Working Proficiency) 
Sufficient comprehension to understand conversations on routine social demands and limited job 
requirements. Able to understand face-to-face speech in a standard dialect, delivered at a normal 
rate with some repetition and rewording, by a native speaker not used to dealing with foreigners, 
about everyday topics, common personal and family news, well-known current events and 
routine office matters through descriptions and narration about current, past and future events; 
can follow essential points of discussion or speech at an elementary level on topics in his/her 
special professional field. Only understands occasional words and phrases of statements made in 
unfavorable conditions, for example through loudspeakers outdoors. Understands factual content. 
Native language causes less interference in listening comprehension. Able to understand facts; 
i.e., the lines but not between or beyond the lines. (Has been coded L-2 in some nonautomated 
applications.)  [Data Code 20] 
 
Listening 2+ (Limited Working Proficiency, Plus) 
Sufficient comprehension to understand most routine social demands and most conversations on 
work requirements as well as some discussions on concrete topics related to particular interests 
and special fields of competence. Often shows remarkable ability and ease of understanding, but 
under tension or pressure may break down. Candidate may display weakness or deficiency due to 
inadequate vocabulary base or less than secure knowledge of grammar and syntax. Normally 
understands general vocabulary with some hesitant understanding of everyday vocabulary still 
evident. Can sometimes detect emotional overtones. Some ability to understand implications. 
(Has been Coded L-2+ in some nonautomated applications.)  [Data Code 26]  
 
Listening 3 (General Professional Proficiency) 
Able to understand the essentials of all speech in a standard dialect including technical 
discussions within a special field. Has effective understanding of face-to-face speech, delivered 
with normal clarity and speed in a standard dialect on general topics and areas of special interest; 
understands hypothesizing and supported opinions. Has broad enough vocabulary that rarely has 
to ask for paraphrasing or explanation. Can follow accurately the essentials of conversations 
between educated native speakers, reasonably clear telephone calls, radio broadcasts, news 
stories similar to wire service reports, oral reports, some oral technical reports and public 
addresses on non-technical subjects; can understand without difficulty all forms of standard 
speech concerning a special professional field. Does not understand native speakers it they speak 
very quickly or use some slang or dialect. Can often detect emotional overtones. Can understand 
implications. (Has been coded L-3 in some nonautomated applications.)  [Data Code 30] 
 
Listening 3+ (General Professional Proficiency, Plus) 
Comprehends most of the content and intent of a variety of forms and styles of speech pertinent 
to professional needs, as well as general topics and social conversation. Ability to comprehend 
many sociolinguistic and cultural references. However, may miss some subtleties and nuances. 
Increased ability to comprehend unusually complex structures in lengthy utterances and to 
comprehend many distinctions in language tailored for different audiences. Increased ability to 
understand native speakers talking quickly, using nonstandard dialect or slang; however, 
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comprehension is not complete. Can discern some relationships among sophisticated listening 
materials in the context of broad experience. Can follow some unpredictable turns of thought 
readily, for example, in informal and formal speeches covering editorial, conjectural and literary 
material in subject matter areas directed to the general listener. (Has been coded L-3+ in some 
nonautomated applications.)  [Data Code 36] 
 
Listening 4 (Advanced Professional Proficiency) 
Able to understand all forms and styles of speech pertinent to professional needs. Able to 
understand fully all speech with extensive and precise vocabulary, subtleties and nuances in all 
standard dialects on any subject relevant to professional needs within the range of his/her 
experience, including social conversations; all intelligible broadcasts and telephone calls; and 
many kinds of technical discussions and discourse. Understands language specifically tailored 
(including persuasion, representation, counseling and negotiating) to different audiences. Able to 
understand the essentials of speech in some non-standard dialects. Has difficulty in 
understanding extreme dialect and slang, also in understanding speech in unfavorable conditions, 
for example through bad loudspeakers outdoors. Can discern relationships among sophisticated 
listening materials in the context of broad experience. Can follow unpredictable turns of thought 
readily, for example, in informal and formal speeches covering editorial, conjectural and literary 
material in any subject matter directed to the general listener. (Has been coded L-4 in some 
nonautomated applications.)  [Data Code 40] 
 
Listening 4+ (Advanced Professional Proficiency, Plus) 
Increased ability to understand extremely difficult and abstract speech as well as ability to 
understand all forms and styles of speech pertinent to professional needs, including social 
conversations. Increased ability to comprehend native speakers using extreme nonstandard 
dialects and slang, as well as to understand speech in unfavorable conditions. Strong sensitivity 
to sociolinguistic and cultural references. Accuracy is close to that of the well-educated native 
listener but still not equivalent. (Has been coded L-4+ in some nonautomated applications.)  
[Data Code 46] 
 
Listening 5 (Functionally Native Proficiency) 
Comprehension equivalent to that of the well-educated native listener. Able to understand fully 
all forms and styles of speech intelligible to the well-educated native listener, including a number 
of regional and illiterate dialects, highly colloquial speech and conversations and discourse 
distorted by marked interference from other noise. Able to understand how natives think as they 
create discourse. Able to understand extremely difficult and abstract speech. (Has been coded L-
5 in some nonautomated applications.)  [Data Code 50] 
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ILR Language Skill Level Descriptions: Reading 
 
R-0:  Reading 0 (No Proficiency) 
No practical ability to read the language. Consistently misunderstands or cannot comprehend at 
all. [Data Code 00] 
 
R-0+:  Reading 0+ (Memorized Proficiency) 
Can recognize all the letters in the printed version of an alphabetic system and high-frequency 
elements of a syllabary or a character system. Able to read some or all of the following: numbers, 
isolated words and phrases, personal and place names, street signs, office and shop designations. 
The above often interpreted inaccurately. Unable to read connected prose. [Data Code 06] 
 
R-1:  Reading 1 (Elementary Proficiency) 
Sufficient comprehension to read very simple connected written material in a form equivalent to 
usual printing or typescript. Can read either representations of familiar formulaic verbal 
exchanges or simple language containing only the highest frequency structural patterns and 
vocabulary, including shared international vocabulary items and cognates (when appropriate). 
Able to read and understand known language elements that have been recombined in new ways 
to achieve different meanings at a similar level of simplicity. Texts may include descriptions of 
persons, places or things: and explanations of geography and government such as those 
simplified for tourists. Some misunderstandings possible on simple texts. Can get some main 
ideas and locate prominent items of professional significance in more complex texts. Can 
identify general subject matter in some authentic texts. [Data Code 10] 
 
R-1+:  Reading 1+ (Elementary Proficiency, Plus) 
Sufficient comprehension to understand simple discourse in printed form for informative social 
purposes. Can read material such as announcements of public events, simple prose containing 
biographical information or narration of events, and straightforward newspaper headlines. Can 
guess at unfamiliar vocabulary if highly contextualized, but with difficulty in unfamiliar contexts. 
Can get some main ideas and locate routine information of professional significance in more 
complex texts. Can follow essential points of written discussion at an elementary level on topics 
in his/her special professional field. 
In commonly taught languages, the individual may not control the structure well. For example, 
basic grammatical relations are often misinterpreted, and temporal reference may rely primarily 
on lexical items as time indicators. Has some difficulty with the cohesive factors in discourse, 
such as matching pronouns with referents. May have to read materials several times for 
understanding. [Data Code 16] 
 
R-2:  Reading 2 (Limited Working Proficiency) 
Sufficient comprehension to read simple, authentic written material in a form equivalent to usual 
printing or typescript on subjects within a familiar context. Able to read with some 
misunderstandings straightforward, familiar, factual material, but in general insufficiently 
experienced with the language to draw inferences directly from the linguistic aspects of the text. 
Can locate and understand the main ideas and details in material written for the general reader. 
However, persons who have professional knowledge of a subject may be able to summarize or 
perform sorting and locating tasks with written texts that are well beyond their general 
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proficiency level. The individual can read uncomplicated, but authentic prose on familiar 
subjects that are normally presented in a predictable sequence which aids the reader in 
understanding. Texts may include descriptions and narrations in contexts such as news items 
describing frequently occurring events, simple biographical information, social notices, 
formulaic business letters, and simple technical material written for the general reader. Generally 
the prose that can be read by the individual is predominantly in straightforward/high-frequency 
sentence patterns. The individual does not have a broad active vocabulary (that is, which he/she 
recognizes immediately on sight), but is able to use contextual and real-world cues to understand 
the text. Characteristically, however, the individual is quite slow in performing such a process. Is 
typically able to answer factual questions about authentic texts of the types described above. 
[Data Code 20] 
 
R-2+:  Reading 2+ (Limited Working Proficiency, Plus) 
Sufficient comprehension to understand most factual material in non-technical prose as well as 
some discussions on concrete topics related to special professional interests. Is markedly more 
proficient at reading materials on a familiar topic. Is able to separate the main ideas and details 
from lesser ones and uses that distinction to advance understanding. The individual is able to use 
linguistic context and real-world knowledge to make sensible guesses about unfamiliar material. 
Has a broad active reading vocabulary. The individual is able to get the gist of main and 
subsidiary ideas in texts which could only be read thoroughly by persons with much higher 
proficiencies. Weaknesses include slowness, uncertainty, inability to discern nuance and/or 
intentionally disguised meaning. [Data Code 26] 
 
R-3:  Reading 3 (General Professional Proficiency) 
Able to read within a normal range of speed and with almost complete comprehension a variety 
of authentic prose material on unfamiliar subjects. Reading ability is not dependent on subject 
matter knowledge, although it is not expected that the individual can comprehend thoroughly 
subject matter which is highly dependent on cultural knowledge or which is outside his/her 
general experience and not accompanied by explanation. Text-types include news stories similar 
to wire service reports or international news items in major periodicals, routine correspondence, 
general reports, and technical material in his/her professional field; all of these may include 
hypothesis, argumentation and supported opinions. Misreading rare. Almost always able to 
interpret material correctly, relate ideas and "read between the lines," (that is, understand the 
writers' implicit intents in text of the above types). Can get the gist of more sophisticated texts, 
but may be unable to detect or understand subtlety and nuance. Rarely has to pause over or 
reread general vocabulary. However, may experience some difficulty with unusually complex 
structure and low frequency idioms. [Data Code 30] 
 
R-3+:  Reading 3+ (General Professional Proficiency, Plus) 
Can comprehend a variety of styles and forms pertinent to professional needs. Rarely 
misinterprets such texts or rarely experiences difficulty relating ideas or making inferences. Able 
to comprehend many sociolinguistic and cultural references. However, may miss some nuances 
and subtleties. Able to comprehend a considerable range of intentionally complex structures, low 
frequency idioms, and uncommon connotative intentions, however, accuracy is not complete. 
The individual is typically able to read with facility, understand, and appreciate contemporary 
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expository, technical or literary texts which do not rely heavily on slang and unusual items. [Data 
Code 36] 
 
R-4:  Reading 4 (Advanced Professional Proficiency) 
Able to read fluently and accurately all styles and forms of the language pertinent to professional 
needs. The individual's experience with the written language is extensive enough that he/she is 
able to relate inferences in the text to real-world knowledge and understand almost all 
sociolinguistic and cultural references. Able to "read beyond the lines" (that is, to understand the 
full ramifications of texts as they are situated in the wider cultural, political, or social 
environment). Able to read and understand the intent of writers' use of nuance and subtlety. The 
individual can discern relationships among sophisticated written materials in the context of broad 
experience. Can follow unpredictable turns of thought readily in, for example, editorial, 
conjectural, and literary texts in any subject matter area directed to the general reader. Can read 
essentially all materials in his/her special field, including official and professional documents 
and correspondence. Recognizes all professionally relevant vocabulary known to the educated 
non-professional native, although may have some difficulty with slang. Can read reasonably 
legible handwriting without difficulty. Accuracy is often nearly that of a well-educated native 
reader. [Data Code 40] 
 
R-4+:  Reading 4+ (Advanced Professional Proficiency, Plus) 
Nearly native ability to read and understand extremely difficult or abstract prose, a very wide 
variety of vocabulary, idioms, colloquialisms and slang. Strong sensitivity to and understanding 
of sociolinguistic and cultural references. Little difficulty in reading less than fully legible 
handwriting. Broad ability to "read beyond the lines" (that is, to understand the full ramifications 
of texts as they are situated in the wider cultural, political, or social environment) is nearly that 
of a well-read or well-educated native reader. Accuracy is close to that of the well-educated 
native reader, but not equivalent. [Data Code 46] 
 
R-5:  Reading 5 (Functionally Native Proficiency) 
Reading proficiency is functionally equivalent to that of the well-educated native reader. Can 
read extremely difficult and abstract prose; for example, general legal and technical as well as 
highly colloquial writings. Able to read literary texts, typically including contemporary avant-
garde prose, poetry and theatrical writing. Can read classical/archaic forms of literature with the 
same degree of facility as the well-educated, but non-specialist native. Reads and understands a 
wide variety of vocabulary and idioms, colloquialisms, slang, and pertinent cultural references. 
With varying degrees of difficulty, can read all kinds of handwritten documents. Accuracy of 
comprehension is equivalent to that of a well-educated native reader. [Data Code 50] 
 
 


